
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter – June 2015 

Our season is getting closer… 

Our last newsletter before the summer season begins!  Just to recap what’s happening this year… 

UK 

We’re offering separate programmes for two age groups: 14-16 and 16-18.  
All our standard programmes are multi-centre: if you’re taking two weeks,  
you spend one week in Durham, one week in Oxford; if you’re taking three  
weeks, you spend, in addition, one week in St. Andrews, in Scotland. 

In Durham, you choose one of our specialist subjects (see the website  
www.kgdm.org/programmes/courses for details) for an introduction to 
a broad subject area which you might like to study in the future. 

In Oxford, you choose one of the options we’re offering under ‘Language  
for Learning’.  These include preparation for IELTS, English for Academic Purposes, and Critical Thinking and 
Writing – which is proving to be our most popular course this year! 

If you decide to go to St. Andrews as well, you not only have a great introduction to a very different part of 
the UK, but also take a fascinating course in Leadership Training and Development. 

At the moment, are our programmes are filling up, but we do still have at least a few spaces on all except 
UK2.  We are currently taking a lot of late bookings, so don’t delay! 

(We are also offering some special programmes for closed groups in Oxford, and also in Cambridge.) 

USA 

With two centres on opposite sides of the country, the KE American programme is 
really taking off this year.   We’re operating from the University of Massachusetts in 
Amherst, and from UC Berkeley in California. 

We also have the same two age groups in the USA: 14-16 and 16-18.  But there, 
because the distances between our two centres, if you take a two-week programme, 
you’ll be based either in the East, at Amherst, or in the West, at Berkeley.  If, 
however, you choose a three-week programme… that takes you to both! 

The courses offered in the USA are basically the same as those offered in the UK, 
except that there is also an option in SAT and ACT preparation – for those who are 
really serious about entry to an American university! 

In the USA, we’re not taking any more enrolments now for US3 or US5, but we do still 
have some space on our other programmes. 

www.kgdm.org 
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 Remind me what’s included… 

Let bullet points do the job: 
• Two or three courses, each lasting one week, with 16 hours of classroom tuition, plus project work

out of class.
• Introductions to university study in the country visited, with workshops to practise useful skills.
• Study visits to great destinations, with a choice between university and more general cultural visits.
• News reviews
• ‘Oxbridge’-style tutorials
• Local sports and activities
• Student-led presentations

And the places visited include a selection from: 

UK 
• London (two visits, and two chances to see

two of the universities or two of the great
museums)

Then, with their universities: 
• York
• Edinburgh
• Newcastle
• Warwick
• Birmingham
• Nottingham
• Aberdeen
• Leeds

USA – East 
• Boston with Harvard and MIT
• Providence with Brown
• New Haven with Yale
• New York with Columbia

USA – West 
• San Francisco with the University of San

Francisco
• Silicon Valley with Stanford
• Sacramento with Davis

Talks by Kingdom Education 

A number of KE staff – but above all, Sam Yang, Founder of KE – have been giving a number of inspirational 
talks to students in a number of different countries.  And the talks are not just about KE programmes!  They 
are about topics which teenagers are likely to find interesting and thought-provoking. 
Our team of public speakers are happy to come to schools to talk on one of the following topics: 

• ‘The seven habits of highly successful teens’ – based on the book by the same name by Sean Covey
(Sam is certified by FranklinCovey to deliver this talk)

• ‘The eight characteristics of successful people’
• Introduction to university education in the UK or the USA
• A taste of one of our academic courses
• ‘For the love of language’ – an introduction to philology and linguistics

Sam will shortly be speaking at the annual prize-giving ceremonies of the Canadian International School in 
Beijing, and at the British International School in Kuala Lumpur. 
Please let us know if you’re interested in having one of us come to your school.  We’ll be visiting schools 
again from mid-September. 
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 Cricket in China? 

The two don’t seem to go together automatically, do they?  But things are changing – thanks in part to the 
efforts of Sam Yang, a lifelong cricket enthusiast.  In May, Sam hosted a visit to China by Mike Gatting, the 
well-known former captain of the English cricket team.  In all, they visited twelve schools to promote their 
favourite sport.  The schools visited were: 

• Shanghai High School
• Shanghai High School International Division
• Wellington College, Shanghai
• Yew Chung International School of Shanghai
• Dulwich College, Shanghai
• YK Pao School
• Dulwich International High School, Suzhou
• Harrow College, Beijing
• Dulwich College, Beijing
• Canadian International School of Beijing
• Yew Chung International School of Beijing
• British School of Beijing, Sunlitun

British English and American English 

Operating in two very different English-speaking countries, we’re very conscious of the differences in the 
language.  It’s not just the pronunciation: which version of the written language should we use?  Since we 
started off in the UK, we tend to use British English, but sometimes we change over.  Can you identify which 
of the following are examples of British English and which American?  

Vocabulary 

1. petrol
2. drug store
3. autumn
4. trousers
5. faucet
6. flat (to live in)
7. transportation
8. elevator
9. trainers
10. restroom

Spelling 

1. colour
2. programme
3. skillful
4. traveled
5. center
6. organise
7. licence
8. catalog

Grammar and punctuation (yes, there are differences here as well!) 

1. Dear Jill: (start of letter)
2. He just left the house.
3. I suggested that she leave at that point.
4. I’ve got two sisters.
5. Thanks for the invitation, but we’ve already eaten.
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British English and American English (continued…) 

Answers 

Vocabulary 

1. UK.  US: ‘gas’ (‘gas’ is used in the UK for all other uses of the word apart from ‘petrol’)
2. US.  UK: ‘chemist’s’
3. UK.  US: (generally) ‘fall’
4. UK.  US: ‘pants’ (which in the UK is a type of underwear worn under trousers)
5. US.  UK: tap (‘faucet’ is never used in the UK)
6. UK.  US: ‘apartment’ (which is also used in the UK – it sounds more up-market than ‘flat’)
7. US.  UK: transport (‘transportation’ does exist in the UK; it refers just to the process of moving

things or people around)
8. US.  UK: ‘lift’
9. UK.  US: ‘sneakers’
10. US.  UK: ‘toilet’, ‘loo’; ‘bathroom’ can be used in both countries

Spelling 

1. UK.  US: ‘color’
2. UK.  US: ‘program’ (but even in the UK ‘program’ is used in connection with computers)
3. US.  UK: ‘skilful’
4. US.  UK: ‘travelled’
5. US.  UK: ‘centre’
6. UK.  US: ‘organize’ (also possible in the UK)
7. UK.  US: ‘license’ (but ‘license’ is used for the verb in the UK)
8. US.  UK: ‘catalogue’

Grammar and punctuation 

1. US.  UK: ‘Dear Jill’ or ‘Dear Jill,’
2. US.  UK: ‘He’s just left the house.’ (The present perfect – ‘he has left’ etc. – is used more in the UK

than in the US.)
3. US:  UK: ‘I suggested that she should leave at that point.’  (More common, though the American

form is also possible.)
4. UK: US: ‘I have two sisters.’  (‘Got’ is often added to ‘have’ in the UK to indicate possession, but

much less so in the US; ‘got’ is used in the US with ‘have’ when it means ‘must’, and then in the US
the ‘have’ is often left out in the spoken language: UK: ‘I’ve got to go’; US: ‘I gotta go’.)

5. UK:  US: ‘Thanks for the invitation, but we already ate.’  (See ‘2’ above.)

(Thanks to films and TV, most British people and Americans are familiar with the words used in the one 
country, but not in the other.  But we’re not so conscious of the differences in spelling and grammar.) 
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