
 
 

A new centre for KE in the San Francisco Bay Area! 

From 2018, KE is moving from Berkeley to Santa Clara University.   

Introducing Santa Clara… 

• Founded in 1851, Santa Clara is the oldest institution of higher learning in California 
• It has been in the same location in the city of Santa Clara, based on the historic Mission 

Santa Clara de Asis, since it was founded 
• The campus is beautiful, with many of the buildings constructed in a Spanish style typical of 

older buildings in California 
• The University is situated at the southern end of the San Francisco Bay Area, in the city of 

Santa Clara 
• Santa Clara is in the heart of Silicon Valley, located between San Jose and Cupertino 

Why the move? 

Although we recognise that UC Berkeley is better known internationally, what is important for us is 
the complete experience that we can offer our students. We feel that Santa Clara has a number of 
advantages: 

• Better accommodation 
• Better teaching facilities 
• Accommodation on campus rather than in a separate residence 
• The immediate surroundings are quieter, and yet there is easy access to shops, cafes, 

supermarkets etc.    
• Santa Clara railway station is just outside the campus, offering easy links to all parts of the 

Bay area. 
• San Jose International Airport is very close, offering links to many American cities, but also 

with some international flights to Asia and Europe 
• Opportunities for new visits: students will see San Jose (the unofficial ‘capital’ of Silicon 

Valley, the tenth largest city in the US, and by some criteria its wealthiest) 
• Included visit to the Intel Museum (of technology) 

And students spending two weeks in Santa Clara will still visit UC Berkeley as part of an extended 
trip, also including UC Davis and Sacramento. 

 We must also add that Santa Clara University is still a very significant university: 

• With around 8,500 students, it’s quite small by American standards, but it offers a wide 
range of undergraduate and postgraduate opportunities 

• It’s quite selective, with just 50% or so of applicants gaining entry – so challenging, but still 
possible! 

• It’s well-known for its relatively small classes and the quality of its undergraduate teaching 
(the Princeton Review of 2012 rated it one of the best in the US in this regard; in 2017, 
Forbes ranked it very high at no. 64 overall in the USA)  

• Its alumni have included Rhodes Scholars and Fulbright Scholars, and some alumni have 
gone on to become senior figures in Silicon Valley companies, leading politicians (including 
the current governor of California), leading figures in sports and the arts 

• Like many private American universities, Santa Clara has a religious affiliation (Roman 
Catholic), but there is no requirement for students to be adherents of any religion 


